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Theme 1: Restoration Opportunities and Priorities

1 On ascale from 1 to 5, how would you prioritise each of the objectives in this theme?

Question 1 - Establish a rolling programme of opportunity maps:
5 - Very important

Question 1 - Develop criteria for priority habitats and species:
5 - Very important

Question 1 - Support and enable landscape scale restoration:
4 - Somewhat important

Question 1 - Promote the importance of a place-based approach and baseline surveys:
3 - Neutral

2 Please choose for each action in this theme whether it should be: Included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included.

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Develop opportunity
maps for habitats and species, taking into account restoration priorities:
Include in this plan

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Gather and incorporate
further data to refine opportunity maps and develop new layers:
Include in this plan

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Explore appetite for
more localised and/or regional opportunity maps:
Include in this plan

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Set out priorities at
national scale, while supporting regional partnerships and other local coalitions to identify regional priorities:
Include in this plan

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Review and update
priorities using the criteria established to ensure action is targeted where it is most urgently needed:
Reserve for future plan(s)

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Improve understanding
of connections between habitats and species to generate ecosystem level benefits:
Include in this plan

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Encourage landscape
scale funding:
Include in this plan

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Enable join-up between
projects:
Include in this plan

3 Is there any further information you would like to share with us on the objectives or actions in this theme?
Please give us your views:

There is a risk that effort will focus on the easy tasks such as 'survey' and 'plan' and shy away form the harder items that involve 'doing'. In the light of the
catastrophic changes in the marine estate this needs to be resisted and bold action is needed. Now.

OREF would counsel against considering that restoration to past conditions is enough. We need to deploy the capacity of the marine environment to help
counter terrestrial threats and so 'back to how we were' is inadequate. As an example; the installation of offshore wind will result in some areas of
sea-bed being inaccessible to fishing. These areas should be re-designed as actively better habitat than may have ever existed. This will help compensate
for continuing damage being done by other actors.

OREF would also warn against landscape being overly prioritised. We are going to have to use the oceans to fight climate change. We cannot afford to be
overly precious about some landscape and recognise it is going to change for the worse anyway if we don't deal with the climate crisis.



Theme 2: Regulatory Environment

4 On ascale from 1 to 5, how would you prioritise each of the objectives in this theme?

Question 4 - Support restoration projects navigating the regulatory environment:
5 - Very important

Question 4 - Encouraging better join-up, transparency and information sharing across regulators and public bodies:
4 - Slightly important

Question 4 - Establish protection mechanisms for habitats and species undergoing restoration:
5 - Very important

5 Please choose for each action set out in this theme whether it should be: Included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included.

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Identify opportunities to
create and fund a support post(s) to help projects navigate regulatory requirements:
Include in this plan

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Update and produce
further guidance on regulatory requirements, including mapping what is needed and when:
Include in this plan

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Create a ‘one-stop-shop’
for guidance, information and knowledge exchange, including a database of projects to improve oversight of where restoration is happening:
Reserve for future plan(s)

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Set up a forum for
relevant bodies to share regular updates:
Include in this plan

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Invite Local Authorities
to information workshops to raise awareness of restoration:
Include in this plan

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Work with regulatory
bodies to ensure support for restoration is a key priority:
Include in this plan

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Explore how best to
implement a protection mechanism, in law, for habitats and species undergoing restoration:
Include in this plan

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Set out clear monitoring
requirements as well as procedures for cases where restoration is not successful:
Include in this plan

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Encourage early
engagement with local communities and other sea users to consider voluntary arrangements, for example codes of conduct:
Include in this plan

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Include policies in NMP2
to support active restoration:
Include in this plan

6 Is there any further information you would like to share with us on the objectives or actions in this theme?

Please give us your views:

Establish 'de-minimus' regulations for restoration work and ensure the threshold for regulatory involvement is as high as possible. i.e. Little or no
regulation on genuine restoration work. The approach now taken in terrestrial planning where there are Permitted Development Rights for small
activities should be applied to the marine environment with Permitted Restoration Rights.

Recognise that a significant proportion of this work is likely to be led by volunteers. Fees should NOT be charged for de-minimus activities. The benefits of
a restored environment will be felt by all and is a social good, so the costs of any regulation should be borne by the state at small scale. Larger activities

by corporates should be charged for.

Effective accounting for the benefits of restoration needs to be developed and the means of accounting for costs. Due to the high level of voluntary
involvement, standard rates should be ascribed to volunteer time and a means of accounting for this published.

Theme 3: Funding and finance



Links with wider areas
7 On ascale from 1 to 5, how would you prioritise each of the objectives in this theme?

Question 5 - Address the funding gap for project development and groundwork phases:
5 - Very important

Question 5 - Continue investment in pipeline of projects:
5 - Very important

Question 5 - Ensure private sector investment can support restoration at scale but does not bypass local communities:
5 - Very important

8 Please choose for each action set out in this theme whether it should be: Included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included.

6.a - Support to develop innovative funding streams (public and private sector):
Include in this plan

6.a - Highlight existing public and private sector funding streams such as SMEEF that already target this phase:
Include in this plan

6.a - Promote the importance of funding project development activities to a wider range of funders:
Include in this plan

6.a - Work with regulators and other public bodies to de-risk project development (for example by providing more clarity on costs and timelines for
licenses and consents):
Include in this plan

6.a - Maintain support for SMEEF for duration of this first plan:
Include in this plan

6.a - Explore the potential for a matchmaking service linking businesses to projects:
Reserve for future plan(s)

6.a - Use SMEEF to leverage funding into community-led projects:
Include in this plan

9 Is there any further information you would like to share with us on the objectives or actions in this theme?

Please give us your views:

It is important that there is the maximum encouragement for such projects and the minimum discouragement.

The principle of Permitted Restoration Rights should be developed in order to set out the intent of the state to see restoration undertaken, not impeded.

Where regulation is needed then it should be the lightest of touches, with inferred approval unless denied. De-minimus scheme sizes should be
developed to ensure there is no regulatory drag from overzealous/risk averse regulators.

Theme 4: Supply chains and communities

10 On a scale from 1 to 5, how would you prioritise each of the objectives in this theme?

Please indicate the level of priority you would assign to each objective. - Support knowledge exchange, data sharing and best practice learning on active
restoration between projects and across the sector:
5- Very important

Please indicate the level of priority you would assign to each objective. - Increase participation and engagement of other marine and coastal users in
restoration:
5- Very important

Please indicate the level of priority you would assign to each objective. - Support more resilient supply chains for restoration while maintaining high
standards of biosecurity:
4 - Somewhat important

11 Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: Included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included.
Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Foster communities of

practice, both through existing networks and new networks and platforms where helpful:
Include in this plan



Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Work with interested
institutions to explore the potential for a biennial conference and other workshops or training events for practitioners and academia, with a focus on
sharing practical learning:

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Use the one-stop-shop
noted in Theme 2 as a platform for knowledge exchange, case studies and data sharing (including citizen science):
Include in this plan

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Explore the potential for
a prize for restoration innovation:
Include in this plan

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Encourage early
engagement with other marine users in project development:
Include in this plan

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Publish case studies on
how restoration activities can benefit multiple marine users and/or where cross-sectoral efforts have been successful:
Include in this plan

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Promote the
socio-economic development potential of restoration as a sector:
Include in this plan

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Support new and
existing enterprises aimed at developing supply chains:
Include in this plan

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Update and expand
guidance on supply chain best practice, for example biosecurity and genetic diversity:
Include in this plan

12 Is there any further information you would like to share with us on the objectives or actions in this theme?
Please give us your views:
OREF strongly supports this approach.

OREF would contend that volunteers need to be able to be fully funded to attend meetings/events where they are sharing experience. The main
contribution they have made in in the activity that gave rise to the learning. They should not be further burdened by having to pay for their own travel
and accommodation if there are calls on their time to support the needs of the state or funders. Any costs for such activities should NOT be deemed part
of the project budget and should be met from funds outwith those awarded.

Theme 5: Evidence and monitoring

13 On ascale from 1 to 5, how would you prioritise each of the objectives in this theme?

9. - Support improved and more standardised evidence gathering and monitoring for active restoration:
5 - Very important

9. - Improve understanding of how active restoration can contribute to targets and generate environmental, social and economic benefits:
5 - Very important

9. - Improve the availability of information on restoration projects in Scotland:
5 - Very important

9. - Explore potential contribution of citizen science to data collection and monitoring:
5 - Very important

14 Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: Included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included.

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Work with projects and
research institutions to develop and share user friendly, standardised data collection best practices for before, during and post-restoration activity:
Include in this plan

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Develop understanding
of ways to measure how restoration efforts contribute to achieving Good Environmental Status and other targets in our marine environment:
Include in this plan

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Help and encourage
projects to capture data on social and economic impacts of active restoration:



Include in this plan

Please choose for each action set out below whether it should be: included in this plan, reserved for the future, or not included. - Establish and maintain a
database of restoration projects:

Include in this plan

15 Is there any further information you would like to share with us on the objectives or actions in this theme?

Please give us your views:

No. This all makes sense.
Questions on overall approach and plan content

16 Overall, do you think this plan will support acceleration of restoration in Scottish coasts and waters?
2 -Yes alittle

17 Do you agree with the content of the plan?

1 - Strongly agree

18 Are there any actions or objectives that you feel are missing and should be included and prioritised for the first Marine and Coastal
Restoration Plan?

Please provide detail below:

The loss of HPMA proposals was unfortunate, but the result of insufficient empathetic engagement with the fishing sector. Care needs to be taken not to
repeat that.

Building wide support for this needs to be executed carefully and in a determined manner. There should be little effective opposition if managed
properly.

Showing the benefits of restored habitats over and over and over again is critical. Just saying it once is not enough! A proper PR campaign needs to be
planned and executed.

19 Noting that we will develop a monitoring and evaluation approach for implementation and review of the plan, do you have any comments
you wish us to consider at this stage?

Please provide any feedback on monitoring and evaluation of the plan below:
The reference to a minimum burden on volunteers was very well phrased.

Government needs to encourage and needs to clear a path for projects by making high-level statements to protect civil servants from criticism. Once that
political and managerial 'air-cover' is in place then progress can be rapid. However without it, the civil service will seek to be overly protective of the
Minister and run scared of public criticism. It is critical that this has political buy in and it is really important that it is stated.

This needs to be drive, not just allowed to evolve.

Questions for Impact Assessments

20 Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)
Yes

Please use this space if you would like to expand on your answer, including in relation to any potential impacts discussed in the Environmental Report, or
other relevant impacts you feel should be considered:

It picks up the positive aspects, but probably overplays some of the negatives in the interest of 'balance'. This need not be a balanced position. The
oceans are in trouble, we did the damage and we need to fix it.

21 A Business and Regulatory Impact Assessment (BRIA)
Yes

Please use this space if you would like to expand on your answer, including in relation to any potential impacts discussed in the partial BRIA, or other
relevant impacts you feel should be considered:

As stated elsewhere. There should be a presumption in favour of restoration and a consequently minimal regulatory burden. Small schemes should have
Permitted Restoration Rights as they are likely to be volunteer led.



Larger schemes should also be encouraged through minimal regulation.
22 Island Communities
No

Please use this space if you would like to expand on your answer. If you answered ‘Yes' this could include information on what significantly different
impacts you think there may be, and whether these would be positive, negative or both.:

In answering 'No' I am comparing island communities with other coastal communities. There need to be no greater impact on one group than the other.
However in terms of importance; this will be higher for island communities since they are surrounded on all sides by the environment affected.

23 Equalities

No

Please use this space if you would like to expand on your answer. If you answered ‘Yes' this could include information on what impacts you think there
may be, and whether these would be positive, negative or both.:

24 Children's rights
No

Please use this space if you would like to expand on your answer. If you answered ‘Yes' this could include information on what impacts you think there
may be, and whether these would be positive, negative or both.:

Fairer Duty
About you

What is your name?

Name:
Neil Kermode

Are you responding as an individual or an organisation?
Organisation
What is your organisation?

Organisation:
Orkney Renewable Energy Forum

Further information about your organisation's response

Please add any additional context:

OREF is a member based organisation that has promoted energy efficiency and the preferential use of renewable energy for 25 years. It supports wave,
tidal and offshore wind energy along with the interconnection of the islands by cables. Furthermore it supports the decarbonisation of all activities and
sees maritime activities as a key sector to change.

OREF's members' experience of the marine environment is that it has negatively changed with lower productivity in some sectors and also a loss of
biodiversity. OREF believes that new marine industries can bring benefits to the marine ecosystem through changing some present practices, and also
sees opportunities for new industries to deliver positive further changes that can enhance the oceans.

The Scottish Government would like your permission to publish your consultation response. Please indicate your publishing preference:
Publish response only (without name)

Do you consent to Scottish Government contacting you again in relation to this consultation exercise?

Yes

What is your email address?

Email:
neil.kermode@gmail.com



Where did you hear about this consultation?
Consultation newsletter

If other, please say where::
BBC Radio Orkney

Evaluation

How satisfied were you with this consultation?

Very satisfied

Please enter comments here.:

Consulting staff came to Orkney in good time to encourage and allow a response.

How would you rate your satisfaction with using this platform (Citizen Space) to respond to this consultation?
Slightly satisfied

Please enter comments here.:

It works although the opportunity to submit a draft and then get a PDF of that before submitting seems to be an omission. One can save and come back,
but it would be useful on occasions to share the answers given with others BEFORE submitting.
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