Orkney Renewable Energy Forum

The Orkney Renewable Energy Forum (OREF) is a membership organisation established in 2000
which represents the interests of its members locally, nationally and internationally. OREF’s aims are
to:
1. Encourage the preferential use of renewable energy in Orkney.
2. Debate the best technical and sustainable options for increasing renewable energy and
energy efficiency in Orkney.
3. Facilitate research and development in renewable energy and energy efficiency.
4. Disseminate information on renewable energy and energy efficiency.
5. Lobby on the strategic issues affecting the development of a renewable energy sector in
Orkney.
6. Act as a consultative body on issues related to connecting Orkney to renewable energy
markets.

Membership of OREF is open to any individual, business or organisation based within Orkney, with
an involvement or interest in renewable energy. OREF welcomes others who come to work in or
with the county and offers associate membership to any individuals, businesses and organisations
based out with Orkney who have an interest or involvement in Orkney’s renewables.

The membership presently stands at approximately ??7??

OREF runs monthly meetings on a variety of topics of interest in the sector and seeks to generate the
confidence in the attendees and others to commit to action either individually or collectively. By
bringing in speakers OREF increases the knowledge of the community and seeks to connect like-
minded individuals where possible. A list of the topics covered is shown at
http://www.oref.co.uk/resources/presentations/

Electric Vehicles:

OREF has sought to maximise the local use of renewably generated electricity for a number of years
including those areas that have only recently begun to receive national attention comprising
renewable heat and transport. In the field of electric vehicles it has run a series of events since 2011
to increase awareness of the potential and practicality of EVs for the county. See Appendix A

Orkney also sought to participate in the ‘My Electric Avenue’ initiative in 2013. Despite 1/7%" of the
UK’s applications being from Orkney the county was not chosen due to its grid not fitting with the
initiative’s criteria. The nearly 60 individuals that sought to get involved in the initiative were
disappointed, but several have gone on to take on cars on their own.

Practicalities for EVs for Orkney.

Orkney is an excellent location for electric vehicles, with geographically limited lower than average
commuting distances and a surplus of renewably produced electricity. We have around a third of
Scotland’s installed micro wind turbines and we often produce more than twice our electricity
demand from renewable sources, which to date has been achieved by adopting innovative solutions
to grid management.

The uptake of EVs on Orkney has been driven by both the council taking initiatives (installing charge
points, taking on 2 vehicles), but also by local businesses seeing the promotional and environmental
advantages. In addition the strong community groups and predisposition to the use of renewables
has led to community initiatives being progressed to secure vehicles. However one of the most


http://www.oref.co.uk/resources/presentations/

effective means of getting people to take a car on has been the practical demonstration of them.
This has been led by OREF Board members.

What we need to do:

OREF continues to promote the connection between energy capture and use so as to enable people
to rationalise the need to accommodate renewables as a means of tackling climate change. However
the lack of a dedicated part time resource has meant that promotion has been piecemeal.

OREF has not been able to get promotional activities at the major county shows due to cost and this
would be a target of any activity.

OREF members include holiday businesses. One has an EV hire as part of the package and several
now have EV charge points. This needs to be extended.

Continuing to support the general uptake of EVs is critical through local promotion. This presently
happens opportunistically, but could be better with dedicated resource applied.

OREF has produced the infrastructure guide for installing EV points based on its practical experience
of using charge points and is promoting this jointly with EVAS. This needs to be more widely
promoted throughout Scotland and the UK as a whole.

One target for activity will be to begin the shift of the hire vehicle fleet to EVs supported by the
appropriate placement of further charging infrastructure.

Inoculating the 60,000 visitors to the county with appropriate messages about the need to electrify
transport and move away from the burning of fossil fuels is critical. Doing that in a professional and

well supported manner by having full community buy in is key.

The ad-hoc promotion will be able to be more coordinated and more extensive.
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Appendix A Selection of EV promotion undertaken in Orkney to date

2011 — Mitsubishi MiEV brought to county and test drives arranged on
several islands and in Kirkwall. (Rousay, Westray, Eday, Shapinsay,
Mainland) h

2013 & 2014 Stands at Orkney Vintage Society rallies.
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2013 & 2014 - took Orkney contingent to All-Energy
show in Aberdeen to promote EVs and Orkney.

2013 Ran an EV efficiency c

hallenge between 2 leading renewables businesses in Orkney.
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2014 Ran a promotion day to cruise liner passengers in Kirkwall with free test drives.

Public Event in local sports centre with Robert Llewelyn speaking after bringing up a BMW i8 electric
supercar
Photo

2015 John O’Groats to Land’s End record attempt with associated public and web-cast meeting.
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