
 

 
 
 

 

Impact of a decarbonisation target on supply chain industries 

 

Name of organisation: Orkney Renewable Energy Forum 

Are you willing for the name of your organisation to be published alongside the results of this 

survey? 

 

YES 

 

 

 

Question 1: 

What impact (if any) would the introduction of a 2030 decarbonisation target for the power sector 

have on the following: 

 

 Increase Decrease No 

impact 

Don’t 

know 

a The number of UK-based jobs in 

supply chain industries for low-carbon 

power technologies.  

Renewables Y    

Nuclear    Y 

CCS    Y 

b The proportion of components for new 

low-carbon electricity generation 

capacity (renewables, nuclear and CCS) 

that are sourced from the UK. 

Renewables Y    

Nuclear    Y 

CCS    Y 

c Investment in supply chain industries. Y    

d The price of electricity in the non-domestic sector. Y  short 

term 

   

e The cost of electricity for energy intensive industries. Y short 

term 

   

 

If you would like to provide any further information to explain your answers, please do so here: 

 

The reason for ‘Don’t Knows’ for CCS & nuclear is that OREF doesn’t have a position on 

non-renewable technologies. It does not consider either sustainable options. 
 
The ‘Short Term’ answer is driven by the fact that renewables present the only option where 

there will be an increasing supply and therefore lower price pressure. This will take time to 

become manifest. 

 
 
 



 

Question 2: 

Would setting a target sooner than 2016 (as opposed to setting it after 2016 as the Government has 

proposed) have any impact on the following:  

 Increase Decrease No 

impact 

Don’t 

know 

a The number of UK-based jobs in 

supply chain industries for low-carbon 

power technologies.  

Renewables Y    

Nuclear   Y  

CCS    Y 

b The proportion of components for new 

low-carbon electricity generation 

capacity (renewables, nuclear and CCS) 

that are sourced from the UK. 

Renewables Y    

Nuclear   Y  

CCS    Y 

c Investment in supply chain industries. Y    

d The price of electricity in the non-domestic sector. Y    

e The cost of electricity for energy intensive industries. Y    

 

If you would like to provide any further information to explain your answers, please do so here: 

 

 

The number of jobs at the target point is not the main driver, it is the sustained number of 

jobs. Excessively fast targets will result in ‘boom and bust’ and so increasing levels of 

desperation in target setting will not of itself create more jobs in the long term. 

 

OREF therefore urges that unremitting drive be applied to the development and deployment 

of renewables to achieve a sustainable energy system and therefore sustainable economy. 

 

Nuclear will not be ready until after 2023 anyway. 
 

 



 

Question 3:  

What impact (if any) would the level at which a 2030 decarbonisation was set have on the 

following (please choose one of the following options: increase/decrease/no impact/don’t know) 

 

 50gCO2/kWh 100g/kWh 200g/kWh 

a The number of UK-based 

jobs in supply chain 

industries for low-carbon 

power technologies.  

Renewables Increase Increase Increase 

Nuclear Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know 

CCS Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know 

b The proportion of 

components for new low-

carbon electricity 

generation capacity 

(renewables, nuclear and 

CCS) that are sourced 

from the UK. 

Renewables Increase Increase Increase 

Nuclear Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know 

CCS Don’t know Don’t know Don’t know 

c Investment in supply chain industries. Increase Increase Increase 

d The price of electricity in the non-

domestic sector. 

Increase Increase Increase 

e The cost of electricity for energy intensive 

industries. 

Increase Increase Increase 

 

If you would like to provide any further information to explain your answers, please do so here: 

 

To move to any of these levels of CO2 reduction (from the present 560) will require radical 

change and OREF is keen to ensure that gas is not used as a surrogate fuel for a proper 

sustainable energy system which must be based upon renewables. OREF’s opinion as the 

practicality of supporting the smallest CO2 target is therefore tempered with a warning that 

it would not support this if anything was placed ahead of renewables in the energy mix. 

 

OREF is keen to play a part in this renewables based future and believes it has experience 

that will be nationally useful. We look forward to being able to more fully participate. 
 
 



 

Question 4: 

Thinking about the UK economy overall, do you think the introduction of a 2030 decarbonisation 

target would be (please tick one answer): 

 

Beneficial Y 

Detrimental  

No impact  

Don’t know  

 

If you would like to provide any further information to explain your answers, please do so here: 

 

 

 
 
 
For any further detail please contact: 
info@oref.co.uk 

It will benefit the economy by enabling re-circulation of money within the UK economy to 

reduce outflows and if we do it well enough it will provide us with an early mover advantage 

(an opportunity fast beginning to slip though our fingers). 

 

It is critically important that the UK sets out credible plans to increase the use of renewables 

as has happened in Germany so that industrial products are created in the UK for UK and 

worldwide consumption. 

 

This can be the next industrial revolution if we are bold enough. 
 
 
 


