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Response form MGN 653 - Electric Vehicles Onboard 

Passenger Ro-Ro Ferries 
 

What is your name?   Neil Kermode 

 
What is your email address? neil.kermode@gmail.com 

 
What is your job title? Chair of Orkney Renewable Energy Forum 

 

When responding please state whether you are responding as an individual or 
representing the views of an organisation: 
 

☐ I am responding as an individual  

☒ I am responding on behalf of an organisation  

     
(name of organisation) Orkney Renewable Energy Forum 

 

Please check the box that best describes you as a respondent and the size of your 

organisation: 

Respondent Type Size of Organisation 

☐ Classification Society ☐ Large business (over 250 staff) 

☐ Government Agency/Department ☐ Medium business (50 to 250 staff) 

☐ Individual ☒ Micro business (up to 9 staff) 

☐ Legal representative ☐ Small business (10 to 49 staff) 

☐ Protection & Indemnity    

☐ Seafarer   

☐ Ship Operator   

☐ Ship Owner   

☐ Trade Union    

☒ Other   

 (please describe) Membership organisation 

 

Section 5.1 Consultation Questions 

Is there any content which you believe to be inaccurate? - No 

 

Are there any typographical errors? Yes  - 6.3 the omission of the word ‘person’ after 
‘competent’ 

 

Is there any non-statutory advice with which you disagree? – No. 

 

Is there any content you believe is unclear? – Yes. 6.5 (see later) 

 

Is there any content you think is inappropriate to include, and should therefore be omitted? - 
No 
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Do you believe any content which has been omitted should be included? - No 
 
Are you satisfied with the proportionality of the guidance and do you believe that any content 
is overly restrictive or does not go far enough? 
 

Section 5.2 

Do you have any additional comments to add to the response? 

 

Please return completed response forms to  marinetechnology@mcga.gov.uk 

Alternatively, responses may be posted to: 

Allan Love 
Maritime Technology Branch, Bay 2/23 
Maritime & Coastguard Agency 
Spring Place, 105 Commercial Road,  
Southampton, SO15 1EG 

This MGN is welcome and OREF is pleased to see it introduced. 

 

The only point that might benefit from clarification is over the need to disconnect batteries in 

towed or transported vehicles. It is not clear what it is intended when it says that the 

disconnection should be undertaken by a suitably qualified person. One assumes this would 

NOT be ship’s crew. 

It might be better if the vessel was to request confirmation that the disconnection had been 

done by a competent person (if required). One would imagine that the operator would want to 

see the vehicles presented in a form that they are happy to carry rather than seek to direct 

crew to interfere. One assumes it would be more a matter of refusing passage if the vehicle 

does not meet their criteria rather than expecting crew to intervene. 

 

Overall OREF welcomes this guidance as it will enable local ferry operators to offer a service 

they have been seeking to provide for several years. 
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