
EVs – a tourism opportunity and enabler. 

Background: 
To date EV charge points have generally been installed by the council in public places and by 

individuals with their own cars. In March 2022 the focus of non-public funding is going to shift to 

B&Bs and landlords.  

This gives Orkney an opportunity to ‘tool up’ the accommodation providers in the county to enable 

tourism for the ‘coming normal’ means of transport. 

The Issue: 
There are very few B&Bs and hotels with EV charging provision at the moment. They have almost 

exclusively been installed by EV owners who have accommodation. 

The way we fuel cars is about to change and the new default will be that cars will be charged when 

you sleep. Petrol stations will morph to EV rapid charge stations (but with much lower footfall) 

because most people will wake up, unplug their car and go about their day before plugging it in at 

night for the car to charge while they sleep. 

Tourists will therefore expect EV chargers to be available where they leave their car overnight. They 

will certainly not want to use up their precious holiday day time at public chargers.1 

The opportunity: 
The grants from Westminster will be changing in March 2022 to allow landlords to receive assistance 

to install single or multiple chargers. This will be a grant towards a charger, it will not be a grant to 

cover the whole cost. At present a top up grant is available from Energy Saving Trust which routes 

Scottish money in too. It is not clear if this grant will similarly be re-targeted to B&Bs and hotels or 

left with individual households. At present the householder has to pay about 1/3 of the cost of the 

charger install (£300 of £1000 approximately) 

If there is a concerted campaign to get B&Bs etc to apply in an area then several economies of scale 

are possible: 

1. The survey of the properties, particularly on isles, can be more efficiently undertaken rather 

than the present very piecemeal approach. 

2. The installations can be more efficiently managed of a team fitting several chargers in a 

batch rather than as a fill in job as at present. 

Both of these could allow a reduction in the cost of the charger installation. 

If some small jurisdictions are ‘EVd up’ ready for tourists then this could be good branding for the 

communities showing them ready for the future. 

Other points: 
EV chargers at accommodation on the islands can be an enabler for day visitors. If one knows there 

are ubiquitous charging facilities on an island then day visitors are more likely to take their cars out 

 
1 For tourists travelling to Orkney then the network of rapid and Ultra rapid chargers will be like motorway 
service area petrol stops. The use of them is different to our present use of local petrol stations. There is little 
need for such provisions in Orkney as the distances travelled in a day will generally be well within the range of 
EVs coming onto the roads today. 



for the day knowing they won’t get stuck. (Local arrangements to scrounge power (for a fee) can be 

made, but will rarely be used – knowing you can is more important than actually doing it.) 

EVs are cheaper to run than fossil fuelled smoke draggers. If the chargers are on the accommodation 

it can then help the B&B owner to make the transition to an EV and same money. They can use the 

charger in the day when the guest is out. 

One does not need a charger per visitor. A 7kW charger will deliver about 21 miles of range to a car 

per hour, so overnight a car will take on around 170 miles of range (if the car is so capable). It 

therefore means that many visitors will only need to charge once every few nights, not every night. 

 

Next Steps: 
1. The accommodation provider community of Orkney needs to be mobilised to want to do 

this. Whether this is accomplished through Community Councils or tourism networks is 

unclear. 

2. Interest needs to be collated and preferably a champion found in each community to help 

the coordination of the activity. 

3. Keep an eye out for the application process. 
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