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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposals to clarify replacement of generating 
equipment eligible for the FiT. 

OREF is a community-based membership organisation that seeks to improve energy efficiency and 
see the preferential uptake of renewable energy technology. Formed in 1999 it has over 150 
members, many of whom have equipment that receive FiT payments. As a result of years of action 
Orkney hosts around 1/9th of the UK’s FiT eligible wind turbines and together with the solar 
installations approximately 10% of Orkney households make their own electricity. 

The views expressed below are therefore based on practical experience. 

OREF’s members can show that the load factors on wind equipment are in the 30-40% and so the 
issues of the replacement of broken or worn parts is very pertinent. 

Consultation: 
You posed three questions and we would like to provide the following comment. 

Question 1: Do you agree with our proposed approach relating to replacement of generating 
equipment on the FIT scheme? 

Yes. This seems much more rational and will lead to the return of some generation plant to 
operating states and so help the UK deliver its Net Zero plans. OREF is aware that some installations 
have been neglected because of the fear or prosecution if they were found to have replaced a 
component. In other cases people have made small replacements at their risk. Clarification would 
significantly remove that risk. 

OREF therefore strongly supports the approach that any part, or combination of parts, of an 
installation should be able to be replaced over the life of the FiT entitlement without adversely 
affecting that entitlement. 

OREF further agrees that once completely decommissioned that the rights to reinstate an 
installation will lapse. 
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OREF would note that the language in 8.13. The repair or replacement of isolated components of an 
accredited FIT installation which do not affect its generating capacity should not affect the 
installation’s accreditation under, and ongoing participation in, the FIT scheme. In assessing changes 
to installations, the licensee should identify whether the changes mean that all components of the 
accredited FIT installation have been replaced and whether the changes affect the installation’s 
generating capacity. If the answer to both of these assessments is in the negative, there will be no 
impact on the FIT accreditation of the installation. 

remains slightly ambiguous. By definition parts are being changed to bring the generating plant back 
into service and these could be interpreted as ‘affecting the installations generating capacity’. I 
believe the intent is to not see the peak output increased, but simply making it more reliable within 
the same maximum output will increase generating capacity. It is suggested that ‘generating 
capacity’ is changed to ‘peak output’. To leave it as it is would run the risk of an installation that 
remains capped at 5kw, but able to get to its maximum earlier, would be deemed a transgression. 
With improvements in technology it would be illogical to seek to consider de-rating the new plant to 
math older profiles. 

 

Question 2: Are there any other considerations that Ofgem should take account of in order to 
ensure the proposed approach effectively addresses the considerations detailed in Appendix 1, 
and continues to protect the public purse? 

OREF believes that matters surrounding the replacement of an inverter should be properly mapped 
and explained. There is a risk that an inverter may fail and that may have been installed under G83. 
A replacement should be installed under G98 and so will not strictly be a replacement of like for like. 
The replacement of a defective unit will not result in unapproved generation taking place so this 
should be enabled; the change from a G83 to a G98 compliant unit should not invalidate the FiT 
entitlement. 

Question 3: Do you agree with the proposed guidance changes detailed in annex 2? 

Yes largely. 

It is unclear if the word ‘any’ in 6.4. When carrying out such works, generators should make sure that 
they notify Ofgem and the licensee of any modifications to the installation. Is overly onerous. Is it 
really necessary to notify OFGEM of a replacement blade? What would OFGEM do with that 
information? If there is no clear picture; then it is unclear why this is being requested. If it is shown 
to be necessary then a de-minimus should be established below which notification would be 
deemed unnecessary. 

I hope the above is of use and I look forward to being able to promote the improvements in 
approach to our membership in due course, 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Neil Kermode 

Chair. 


