
 
 

ORKNEY RENEWABLE ENERGY FORUM – ORKNEY 

RENEWABLE ENERGY SURVEY 
 

METHODOLOGY NOTE 

 

Methodology:  ComRes interviewed 500 adult residents of Orkney via telephone between the 9th and 13th January  

2017.   

Data were weighted according to age and gender. Data were also weighted based on the population of islands in  

the Orkney and Shetland region. ComRes is a member of the British Polling Council and abides by its rules. 

 

 

For information about commissioning research please contact marc.hardwick@comresglobal.com or call +44 (0)20 7871 8660. 

 

REPUTATION | COMMUNICATIONS | PUBLIC POLICY 

 

Four Millbank | London | SW1P 3JA | T. +44 (0)20 7871 8660 

Rond-Point Schuman / Schumanplein 6 | Box 5  | 1040 Bruxelles | T. +32 (0)2 234 63 82  

51/F Raffles City  | No.268 Xi Zang Middle Road | HuangPu District Shanghai  | 200001 China | T. +86 (0)21 2312 7674 



Q4. Agree Vs.Q3. Support Vs.Q2. Support Vs.Q1. Support Vs.Mainland Vs.
DisagreeOpposeOpposeOpposeOther islandsLength of time on OrkneyTenureAgeGender

NET:
OtherMoreLessUnder

OrkneyMainlandthan 106 to 102 to 5than 210Rent
DisagreeAgreeOpposeSupportOpposeSupportOpposeSupportislandOrkneyyearsyearsyearsyearsyearsfreeRentedOwned45+18-44FemaleMaleTotal

5143013934219469304469740345720176431068405346154263237500Unweighted base

50433131350204693044710040046019165401170401310190255245500Weighted base

87%79%83%79%83%80%86%80%-100%83%53%49%49%51%74%83%80%78%83%81%79%80%Yes - Mainland Orkney

13%21%17%21%17%20%14%20%100%-17%47%51%51%49%26%17%20%22%17%19%21%20%Yes - Other Orkney
island
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ORKNEY - Renewable Energy Survey
CATI Fieldwork : 9th-13th January 2017

Col percents

Table 1

S1. Before we begin, can I confirm you live on one of the Orkney Islands?
IF Yes - Is that mainland Orkney or one of the other islands?

Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Q4. Agree Vs.Q3. Support Vs.Q2. Support Vs.Q1. Support Vs.Mainland Vs.
DisagreeOpposeOpposeOpposeOther islandsLength of time on OrkneyTenureAgeGender

NET:
OtherMoreLessUnder

OrkneyMainlandthan 106 to 102 to 5than 210Rent
DisagreeAgreeOpposeSupportOpposeSupportOpposeSupportislandOrkneyyearsyearsyearsyearsyearsfreeRentedOwned45+18-44FemaleMaleTotal

686236939158897-7699321212797126494897Unweighted base

6892272393491100-80983203128168325050100Weighted base

-11%10%9%-11%-11%10%-11%12%--6%--12%10%9%7%13%10%Burray

12%10%14%10%24%10%-11%10%-11%8%9%-7%-34%7%9%12%9%11%10%Hoy

-11%4%13%-10%-11%10%-6%9%44%31%27%-6%11%13%3%10%10%10%Sanday (Orkney)

44%18%31%17%35%19%54%20%20%-22%10%13%-10%57%-20%12%36%17%23%20%South Ronaldsay

23%9%17%9%-11%46%9%10%-9%15%7%30%14%-25%9%10%10%9%11%10%Stronsay

-17%13%16%-16%-16%15%-14%10%27%40%21%43%9%15%15%15%15%15%15%Westray

21%24%12%27%41%24%-23%25%-27%35%--16%-26%25%30%15%34%17%25%Other Island
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ORKNEY - Renewable Energy Survey
CATI Fieldwork : 9th-13th January 2017

Col percents

Table 2

S2. Can you please tell me the name of that Island?
Base: All respondents who lives in other Orkney island

Prepared by ComRes



Q4. Agree Vs.Q3. Support Vs.Q2. Support Vs.Q1. Support Vs.Mainland Vs.
DisagreeOpposeOpposeOpposeOther islandsLength of time on OrkneyTenureAgeGender

NET:
OtherMoreLessUnder

OrkneyMainlandthan 106 to 102 to 5than 210Rent
DisagreeAgreeOpposeSupportOpposeSupportOpposeSupportislandOrkneyyearsyearsyearsyearsyearsfreeRentedOwned45+18-44FemaleMaleTotal

5143013934219469304469740345720176431068405346154263237500Unweighted base

50433131350204693044710040046019165401170401310190255245500Weighted base

67%47%44%50%72%48%63%48%50%49%49%46%38%69%45%59%39%51%52%45%-100%49%Male

33%53%56%50%28%52%37%52%50%51%51%54%62%31%55%41%61%49%48%55%100%-51%Female
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ORKNEY - Renewable Energy Survey
CATI Fieldwork : 9th-13th January 2017

Col percents

Table 3

D1. Gender
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Q4. Agree Vs.Q3. Support Vs.Q2. Support Vs.Q1. Support Vs.Mainland Vs.
DisagreeOpposeOpposeOpposeOther islandsLength of time on OrkneyTenureAgeGender

NET:
OtherMoreLessUnder

OrkneyMainlandthan 106 to 102 to 5than 210Rent
DisagreeAgreeOpposeSupportOpposeSupportOpposeSupportislandOrkneyyearsyearsyearsyearsyearsfreeRentedOwned45+18-44FemaleMaleTotal

5143013934219469304469740345720176431068405346154263237500Unweighted base

50433131350204693044710040046019165401170401310190255245500Weighted base

13%9%7%10%15%9%15%8%6%10%10%----44%17%6%-24%9%9%9%18 - 24            (21)

6%13%3%15%14%12%9%13%8%13%12%-24%-10%11%17%11%-32%14%10%12%25 - 34            (30)

16%18%17%17%6%18%11%18%19%17%17%20%12%15%16%9%14%18%-45%19%15%17%35 - 44            (40)

13%20%21%19%10%19%26%20%18%19%19%17%17%20%17%-15%20%31%-18%20%19%45 - 54            (50)

26%17%24%16%9%18%20%18%14%19%17%27%33%18%28%8%18%19%29%-13%23%18%55 - 64            (60)

26%24%27%23%45%24%18%24%36%22%25%36%13%46%28%28%20%26%40%-27%23%25%65+                (70)

51.2849.4453.5248.4951.9549.9548.2949.8053.3949.2749.6758.0049.9759.6154.9540.5446.0651.1260.9732.3449.6250.5850.09Average Age
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ORKNEY - Renewable Energy Survey
CATI Fieldwork : 9th-13th January 2017

Col percents

Table 4

D2. Age
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Q4. Agree Vs.Q3. Support Vs.Q2. Support Vs.Q1. Support Vs.Mainland Vs.
DisagreeOpposeOpposeOpposeOther islandsLength of time on OrkneyTenureAgeGender

NET:
OtherMoreLessUnder

OrkneyMainlandthan 106 to 102 to 5than 210Rent
DisagreeAgreeOpposeSupportOpposeSupportOpposeSupportislandOrkneyyearsyearsyearsyearsyearsfreeRentedOwned45+18-44FemaleMaleTotal

5143013934219469304469740345720176431068405346154263237500Unweighted base

50433131350204693044710040046019165401170401310190255245500Weighted base

75%81%81%80%63%82%75%81%81%80%82%74%55%46%63%--100%83%76%77%83%80%NET: Owned

52%50%54%49%51%51%42%50%59%48%51%53%30%46%43%--62%64%27%48%52%50%Owned outright -
without a mortgage

23%31%27%32%12%31%33%31%22%33%31%21%25%-20%--38%19%49%30%31%30%Owned with a mortgage
or loan

3%3%2%4%16%3%7%3%1%4%3%-----23%-2%5%4%2%3%Rented from the council

7%5%4%6%-5%-5%2%6%5%5%9%-6%-37%-5%6%5%5%5%Rented from a housing
association

4%6%5%6%12%5%8%5%8%5%4%22%29%54%29%-40%-5%7%8%3%6%Rented from someone
else

14%14%11%15%28%13%15%14%12%14%12%26%38%54%34%-100%-12%18%17%11%14%NET: Rented

3%2%2%2%-2%-3%3%2%2%----100%--1%4%2%3%2%Rent free

8%3%5%3%10%3%10%3%4%3%4%-7%-3%---4%3%4%3%4%Refused
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ORKNEY - Renewable Energy Survey
CATI Fieldwork : 9th-13th January 2017

Col percents

Table 5

D3. Is the property in which you live...?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Q4. Agree Vs.Q3. Support Vs.Q2. Support Vs.Q1. Support Vs.Mainland Vs.
DisagreeOpposeOpposeOpposeOther islandsLength of time on OrkneyTenureAgeGender

NET:
OtherMoreLessUnder

OrkneyMainlandthan 106 to 102 to 5than 210Rent
DisagreeAgreeOpposeSupportOpposeSupportOpposeSupportislandOrkneyyearsyearsyearsyearsyearsfreeRentedOwned45+18-44FemaleMaleTotal

5143013934219469304469740345720176431068405346154263237500Unweighted base

50433131350204693044710040046019165401170401310190255245500Weighted base

12%8%9%8%4%7%11%8%20%5%-100%100%100%100%-20%6%10%5%9%7%8%NET: Under 10 years

2%1%1%1%-1%-1%3%1%---100%13%-4%1%1%*1%1%1%Less than 2 years

4%3%3%4%4%3%-4%8%2%--100%-41%-9%2%3%3%4%2%3%2 to 5 years

7%4%5%3%-3%11%3%9%2%-100%--47%-7%3%5%2%4%3%4%6 to 10 years

88%92%91%92%96%93%89%92%80%95%100%----100%80%94%90%95%91%93%92%More than 10 years
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ORKNEY - Renewable Energy Survey
CATI Fieldwork : 9th-13th January 2017

Col percents

Table 6

D4. Roughly how long have you lived in Orkney?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Q4. Agree Vs.Q3. Support Vs.Q2. Support Vs.Q1. Support Vs.Mainland Vs.
DisagreeOpposeOpposeOpposeOther islandsLength of time on OrkneyTenureAgeGender

NET:
OtherMoreLessUnder

OrkneyMainlandthan 106 to 102 to 5than 210Rent
DisagreeAgreeOpposeSupportOpposeSupportOpposeSupportislandOrkneyyearsyearsyearsyearsyearsfreeRentedOwned45+18-44FemaleMaleTotal

5143013934219469304469740345720176431068405346154263237500Unweighted base

50433131350204693044710040046019165401170401310190255245500Weighted base

65%93%76%96%32%93%-100%91%89%90%73%100%85%86%100%89%90%88%91%91%88%89%NET: Strongly/tend to
support

27%62%31%69%15%61%-64%60%57%58%46%49%70%50%74%55%58%54%63%56%59%58%Strongly support    (4)

38%31%45%27%18%32%-36%31%32%32%28%51%15%35%26%34%32%34%28%35%29%32%Tend to support     (3)

9%3%10%1%35%2%53%-2%3%3%8%--4%-1%3%4%1%2%4%3%Tend to oppose      (2)

17%1%8%1%28%1%47%-2%3%3%10%--5%-5%2%2%4%2%4%3%Strongly oppose     (1)

25%4%18%1%63%3%100%-4%6%6%18%--8%-6%6%6%6%4%8%6%NET: Strongly/tend to
oppose

10%3%6%2%4%4%--5%5%5%9%-15%6%-5%4%6%3%5%4%5%Don't know

2.833.593.063.682.193.581.533.643.573.503.523.203.493.823.403.743.463.533.493.553.523.503.51Mean

1.060.600.880.531.050.600.510.480.660.710.691.020.520.440.790.460.780.680.680.740.650.750.70Standard deviation

0.160.030.080.030.250.030.090.020.070.040.030.230.130.200.120.150.100.030.040.060.040.050.03Standard error
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ORKNEY - Renewable Energy Survey
CATI Fieldwork : 9th-13th January 2017

Col percents

Table 7

Q1. To what extent do you support or oppose the development of renewable energy in Orkney?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Q4. Agree Vs.Q3. Support Vs.Q2. Support Vs.Q1. Support Vs.Mainland Vs.
DisagreeOpposeOpposeOpposeOther islandsLength of time on OrkneyTenureAgeGender

NET:
OtherMoreLessUnder

OrkneyMainlandthan 106 to 102 to 5than 210Rent
DisagreeAgreeOpposeSupportOpposeSupportOpposeSupportislandOrkneyyearsyearsyearsyearsyearsfreeRentedOwned45+18-44FemaleMaleTotal

5143013934219469304469740345720176431068405346154263237500Unweighted base

50433131350204693044710040046019165401170401310190255245500Weighted base

82%96%87%97%-100%50%97%93%94%94%83%95%85%88%100%86%95%93%95%95%92%94%NET: Strongly/tend to
support

50%76%55%79%-77%19%77%79%71%73%59%69%54%62%71%59%76%72%72%68%76%72%Strongly support    (4)

33%20%32%17%-23%31%20%15%23%21%23%26%30%25%29%27%19%21%23%27%16%21%Tend to support     (3)

3%2%5%1%50%-20%1%3%2%2%-5%-2%-3%1%2%1%1%3%2%Tend to oppose      (2)

10%1%4%1%50%-21%1%-2%2%-----4%2%2%2%2%2%2%Strongly oppose     (1)

13%3%9%2%100%-42%1%3%4%4%-5%-2%-8%3%4%4%2%6%4%NET: Strongly/tend to
oppose

5%1%4%1%--9%1%3%2%2%17%-15%10%-6%2%3%2%3%2%2%Don't know

3.283.733.433.781.503.772.523.763.783.663.683.723.643.643.673.713.503.723.693.673.663.703.68Mean

0.950.550.790.500.510.421.090.480.490.640.620.470.600.550.520.480.780.580.610.630.570.650.61Standard deviation

0.140.030.070.030.120.020.210.020.050.030.030.110.150.250.080.150.100.030.030.050.040.040.03Standard error
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ORKNEY - Renewable Energy Survey
CATI Fieldwork : 9th-13th January 2017

Col percents

Table 8

Q2. To what extent do you support or oppose an upgrade to the electricity grid connection from Caithness to Orkney? This would allow for greater energy use in Orkney in the future.
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Q4. Agree Vs.Q3. Support Vs.Q2. Support Vs.Q1. Support Vs.Mainland Vs.
DisagreeOpposeOpposeOpposeOther islandsLength of time on OrkneyTenureAgeGender

NET:
OtherMoreLessUnder

OrkneyMainlandthan 106 to 102 to 5than 210Rent
DisagreeAgreeOpposeSupportOpposeSupportOpposeSupportislandOrkneyyearsyearsyearsyearsyearsfreeRentedOwned45+18-44FemaleMaleTotal

5143013934219469304469740345720176431068405346154263237500Unweighted base

50433131350204693044710040046019165401170401310190255245500Weighted base

19%78%-100%32%72%18%75%72%70%70%64%77%85%72%63%76%70%65%78%68%72%70%NET: Strongly/tend to
support

11%34%-44%23%31%14%32%43%28%30%35%41%31%37%16%28%32%29%33%29%32%31%Strongly support    (4)

8%44%-56%9%41%4%43%29%42%40%30%35%54%35%47%48%38%36%45%39%40%39%Tend to support     (3)

17%13%52%-22%13%21%13%12%14%14%15%18%-14%14%7%15%17%8%18%9%14%Tend to oppose      (2)

59%7%48%-42%11%58%9%10%13%12%21%6%15%14%15%14%11%14%10%11%14%12%Strongly oppose     (1)

76%20%100%-63%24%79%22%22%27%26%36%23%15%28%29%21%26%31%19%28%24%26%NET: Strongly/tend to
oppose

5%3%--4%3%4%2%6%3%4%----8%2%4%4%3%3%4%4%Don't know

1.693.071.523.442.142.961.723.013.122.872.922.773.123.012.942.702.922.942.843.052.902.942.92Mean

1.040.870.500.501.250.961.090.921.000.980.981.170.921.071.050.990.980.981.020.920.961.020.99Standard deviation

0.150.040.040.030.290.040.200.040.100.050.050.260.220.440.160.330.120.050.060.080.060.070.05Standard error
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ORKNEY - Renewable Energy Survey
CATI Fieldwork : 9th-13th January 2017

Col percents

Table 9

Q3. To what extent would you support or oppose future wind farms being developed in the Orkney Isles as part of an energy mix?
Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes



Q4. Agree Vs.Q3. Support Vs.Q2. Support Vs.Q1. Support Vs.Mainland Vs.
DisagreeOpposeOpposeOpposeOther islandsLength of time on OrkneyTenureAgeGender

NET:
OtherMoreLessUnder

OrkneyMainlandthan 106 to 102 to 5than 210Rent
DisagreeAgreeOpposeSupportOpposeSupportOpposeSupportislandOrkneyyearsyearsyearsyearsyearsfreeRentedOwned45+18-44FemaleMaleTotal

5143013934219469304469740345720176431068405346154263237500Unweighted base

50433131350204693044710040046019165401170401310190255245500Weighted base

-100%65%96%63%89%54%90%89%86%87%82%89%85%85%77%86%88%84%91%89%84%87%NET: Strongly/tend to
agree

-53%18%58%26%47%19%49%44%46%46%51%44%34%46%29%38%49%47%45%43%49%46%Strongly agree      (4)

-47%47%38%37%41%35%41%44%40%41%31%44%51%39%48%49%39%37%46%46%35%41%Tend to agree       (3)

52%-14%2%8%5%12%5%4%5%5%-6%15%4%15%2%6%5%5%3%7%5%Tend to disagree    (2)

48%-16%1%25%4%31%2%2%5%4%18%6%-11%-8%4%5%4%3%7%5%Strongly disagree   (1)

100%-29%3%33%9%43%7%6%11%10%18%11%15%15%15%10%9%11%9%6%14%10%NET: Strongly/tend to
disagree

--5%1%4%3%4%2%5%3%4%----8%3%3%5%-4%3%3%Don't know

1.523.532.723.552.663.362.433.403.383.313.333.153.273.193.203.153.213.373.333.313.353.293.32Mean

0.500.500.960.581.160.751.150.700.680.820.771.120.840.750.950.710.840.760.820.750.700.870.79Standard deviation

0.070.020.080.030.270.040.210.030.070.040.040.250.200.310.150.240.100.040.050.060.040.060.04Standard error

Page 10

ORKNEY - Renewable Energy Survey
CATI Fieldwork : 9th-13th January 2017

Col percents

Table 10

Q4. To what extent do you agree or disagree that wind developments in Orkney should be allowed to compete with other renewable technologies on mainland
Great Britain for Government support? In this instance, Government support means a contract to stabilise prices for those generating renewable energy.

Base: All respondents

Prepared by ComRes
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